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The paper is divided into three sections; A, B and C.

Section A : Reading 20 marks
Section B ; Writing skills and Grammar 30 marks
Section C : Literature 30 marks

SECTION A: READING

Read the passage and answer the questions that follow:

In the modern world, honesty has lost its meaning. Wealth plays an important role in man’s
life today. The value of money has gone high. Everyone wants to become rich without hard
work. He doesn’t hesitate to adopt any means at all to become rich. But there are people who
still appreciate honesty. Every religion lays great emphasis on honesty.

An honest man is always bold and courageous. He is not afraid, though, he at times has to
face grievous challenges. He is truthful and is liked by all. On the other hand, people who
cheat, slander and use false means to gather fame and wealth are not liked. Honesty should be
maintained everywhere, at home, in school, among friends and in our day to day interactions.
An honest person always obeys the law and so has a free and happy outlook towards life.
Honesty also gives rise to spiritual strength. So, one takes up any challenge with confidence
whereas a dishonest person, can never be sure of anything. He is always busy plotting his next
move and so is never at peace. An honest man is eventually rewarded with success and
happiness. Even after death, people remember him for his honest ways. He gets love and
respect wherever he goes.

Dishonesty, no doubt, gives benefits but remember, those benefits are temporary, short- lived.
It kills our soul and snatches away our peace of mind. It is not easy to remain honest in
today’s world. One needs courage and sacrifice to remain so. But even then, honesty has its
own value and comes out victorious in the long run. The choice is yours.

Answer the following questions briefly :

What is lost and why, in the world today?

Why has honesty taken a back step in the world, we live in?

Can an honest man always be happy?

When do we call a person dishonest?

How is an honest person rewarded?

What are the ill effects of dishonesty?

Where can honesty be practiced?

What must we always be cautious about? Why?
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Read the passage carefully and complete the questions :

The cultural heritage of a nation or a region is not solely composed of monuments and a
museum collection, but also of living in tangible expressions inherited from our ancestors and
passed on to our descendants. They have been passed from one generation to another, have
evolved in response to their environment and they contribute by giving us a sense of identity
and continuity, providing a link from our past, through the present and into the future.
Traditional games or indigenous sports were just not games to be competed in or won
between opposing teams or participants. The games of yore were designed in such a way that
could develop a multitude of skills like logical thinking, strategy building, concentration and
focus, basic mathematics, aiming and a lot more. In fact, they were also learning aids which
helped develop sensory skills, colour identification, motor skills, hand eye coordination,
adding subtracting etc.

Many modern games played around the world, today, have their origin in these traditional
games which is a source of pride for a country and its people. So, the time has come to revive
their forgotten glory and bring them back into our fold. Play stations, video games, online
games have had a huge impact on the games that children choose to play these days. But,
indigenous games are refreshing, take us through memory lanes, keep alive the culture and
tradition of a community, so spare a thought for them...

The game of chess originated in India and was called ashtapada, from the Sanskrit word
meaning eight feet. As centuries rolled by, the game was viewed as means of self
improvement. The game of chess is not merely an idle amusement ; several valuable qualities
of the mind, useful in the cause of human life, all to be acquired and strengthened by it, so as
to become habits ready on all occasions; for life is a kind of chess, in which we have often
points to gain and competitors or adversaries to contend with and in which, there is a vast
variety of good and ill events, that are, in some degree, the effect of prudence or the want of
it.

Vishwanathan Anand is the celebrated Indian Chess Grandmaster and the former World
Chess Champion. He became India’s first Grandmaster in 1988 and the first recipient of the
coveted Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna Award, India’s highest sporting honour.In 2007, he was
bestowed with India’s second highest civilian award, the Padma Vibhushan, making him the
first sportsperson to do so. In March 2015, a minor planet....4538 Vishyanand was named
after him.

Answer the following questions briefly :

What impression have you gained, about the traditional games?
Why were the traditional games, environment friendly?

Which game has life been linked to? Why?

How has the cultural heritage of a nation evolved?

Complete the following sentences:

Spare a thought for the indigenous games as they are .........................
Vishwanathan Anand became the first sportsperson to receive ...................
Find a word from the passage that means the same.

originating in a particular country. (para. 2)
presented (para. 6)
SECTION B: WRITING SKILLS AND GRAMMAR

Deforestation needs immediate Global action, for both nature and mankind is in danger. You
decide to write an article for the school magazine, on ‘Save Earth Save Life’. Write the article
in about 100 - 150 words.
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OR

You lied to your parents and went out with your friends, to watch a new movie in town. You
now feel very guilty about it. You decide to record your feelings in the form of a Diary Entry.
Express your feelings in 100-150 words.

Write an interesting story, using your imagination and creativity, based on the given outline in
about 150-200 words. Give a suitable title.

Dark cold night....car stopped.....abandoned house.....a lady with a dog....... helped push the
car....started again....turned to thank the woman.....l]ady and the big dog,

vanished...unbelievable encounter

Complete the passage given below with an appropriate word.

Millions of people (@) .......... trouble getting enough sleep. Recent research links lack
®)......... sleep to health problems ranging (c) ........ hypertension to weight gain. It would
be wise not to eat too big a meal a couple of hours (d) ....... bedtime.

In the passage below, one word has been omitted in each line. Write the missing word along
with the word that comes before and after it. Underline the missing word.

After Pandit Jawarharlal Nehru sworn in eg. Nehru was  sworn
as first Prime minister of India he supported a)
the technological advancement brought about b)
a miraculous transformation India. c)
Larger dams constructed to store d)

water as well as to produce hydroelectricity.
Rearrange the following words and phrases to form meaningful sentences.

Eg. of its residents / becomes a / it reflects / a house / the personality / home when
A house becomes a home when it reflects the personality of its residents.
has to look / no rules / how our / there are / as to / home
thing is / inhabiting them / should enjoy / the important / that we
about / houses are / our lives / personal statements
the confidence / in ourselves / they reflect / we have

SECTION C : LITERATURE
Reference to Context :

‘Suddenly I spotted something that looked like an enormous bushy beast lying sprawled
across the road. I was half inclined to turn and go back.’

Who is ‘I’ in the above lines?

What was being referred to as ‘enormous bushy beast’?

Where was the speaker at this time?

What had he wanted to do, then?

OR
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‘Dropping from the veils of the morning to where the cricket sings.
There midnight’s all a glimmer, and noon a purple glow,
And evenings full of the linnet’s wings.’

Name the poem and the poet .

What does this stanza describe?
How is the midnight, noon and evening described?
What is the figure of speech used in these lines?

Answer the following questions in short : (5x2)

Kezia decides that there are ‘different kinds of fathers’. What kind of a father was Mr.
Macdonald? How was he different from Kezia’s father?
What was Albert Einstein, nicknamed? By whom and why?

Did Margie have regular days and hours for school? If so, why?
Bring out the symbolism in the poem, ‘The Road Not Taken.’
What challenges are posed by wind, for the poet and the common man?

Answer any one question from those given below in 100-150 words.

Who helped Evelyn Glennie to continue with music? How did she hear music? What had she
accomplished?
OR

Explain with reference to the poet’s musings of a rainy day, spent by him in his cottage?
What had the poet dreamt of when listening to the rain?

Attempt any one question in about 100-150 words.
Why had grandfather taken Toto to Saharanpur? Why was it an unfortunate journey for him?
What trouble had he put grandfather in?

OR

Which stalls had the little child visited at the village fair? Why had he moved on from each
stall? What did he finally realize and do?

End of the Question Paper
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